Introduced by Council Member R. Brown and Co-Sponsored by Council President Brosche and Council Members Carter, Morgan, R. Gaffney, Anderson, Crescimbeni, Hazouri, K. Brown, Newby and Wilson: 



RESOLUTION 2018-274
A RESOLUTION HONORING AND COMMENDING BISHOP LORENZO HALL ON THE OCCASION ON HIS MANY ACCOMPLISHMENTS IN THE COMMUNITY; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.


WHEREAS, Lorenzo Hall, a native of Jacksonville Florida, accepted his spiritual gift at age seven and began preaching the gospel at age 15.  He is a graduate of Florida Community College at Jacksonville (FCCJ) and holds an Associate of Arts degree in Psychology.  After studying at University of North Florida, Lorenzo Hall received his Master’s degree, in 2002, from Jacksonville Theological Seminary; and in 2003, he earned his Doctorate in Divinity from Jacksonville Theological Seminary; and


WHEREAS, Elder Hall’s leadership and support prove his genuine commitment to making a difference in our community. Over the years, he recognized role models in the community; honored individuals engaged in the “stop the violence” campaign; and provided scholarships to students. Besides being a community advocate and esteemed pastor of The Greater El-Beth-el Divine Holiness Church over 40 plus years, Bishop Hall is the proud father of four children: Vanessa, Lorenzo Jr., Isaac, and Madison. In his various positions and titles held, he has never wavered from being fair, just, and honest; and

WHEREAS, Bishop Hall’s extensive work history began in 1970 as a Youth Congress worker.  In 1971, he worked in Special Services at the Jacksonville Naval Air Station.  In 1973-1975, he worked as a receptionist and a library assistant at FCCJ while he was in college.  He retired from Merita Bakeries after 29 years of service in April 2005. Bishop Hall became the 1st Afro-American to hold a top-level position in American Bakeries in the State of Florida; and the second one in the United States. His activism allowed him to gain exposure and continue to educate others on living healthier. Bishop Hall helped to lead the march in Jacksonville with Naomi Tutu-Seavers, Bishop Desmond Tutu daughter, against apartheid for South Africa in 1985. He was featured in a Chicago, Illinois 1985 edition of Jet Magazine. Also, Bishop Hall with the joint efforts of the National Lung Association established a non-smoking clinic at El-Beth-el Divine Holiness Church in Jacksonville; and
WHEREAS, Bishop Lorenzo Hall has served on numerous boards and commissions many of which he maintains active involvement. He is a co-founder of the Jacksonville Sickle Cell Anemia Foundation of America and still serves on the board. Bishop Hall is a member of the fraternal order of Freemasonry, Prince Hall Affiliate. He has been a Grand Officer of the State of Florida Prince Hall Masons; a past master of the Sons of Solomon Lodge #166; and held the office of Grand Chief Royal Advisor of the Russell Alexander Earl Grand Court Ladies of the Circle of Perfection of the state of Florida. Lodge #458 was named after Bishop Hall (Lorenzo Hall Lodge #458), and court #205 was named after him and the Grand Most Ancient Matron, (Stafford – Hall Court #205); and
WHEREAS, Bishop Hall extensive background includes his service on the Political Board for the National Association for the Advancement of Colored People (N.A.A.C.P). He is also a lifetime member and was an executive member of the N.A.A.C.P. Bishop Hall served as the Assistant Coordinator for the National Prison Invasion at Rayford State Prison in 1986. He served as a Role Model for the “We Care Program” for the City of Jacksonville.  Bishop Hall has also served on the board of the North Florida Aids Network (NFAN). Every second Saturday in August, Bishop Hall has a Back to School Book Bag give away and cookout. Every Thanksgiving Day, he feeds hundreds of people. Every first Monday in December, the church teams up with C. L. Page Mortuary to feed those in the community, give away toys and clothes, provide additional food for Christmas.  Every third Sunday in December, Bishop Hall, along with Juniors Seafood, Azar Sausage Company, and Cathy Wilensky give to over 700 families in the community; now therefore


BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1.

The City of Jacksonville hereby honors and commends Bishop Lorenzo Hall for his untiring commitment, hard work, and countless hours to the community. His unselfish acts of love and kindness continue to make a difference in this world.

Section 2.

Effective Date.  This Resolution shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor's signature.

Form Approved:

__/s/ Paige Hobbs Johnston
Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared By:
Yvonne P. Mitchell, City Council Research

GC-#1205179-v2-Brown_-_Bishop_Lorenzo_Hall.DOC
1
- 3 -


